priest s Ecological Management Schedule

of Cook County

Site | Ganberry Slough Nature Preserve Date | 2017-2019
Site Number| 3202 Prepared|{2017
Site Steward| Joe Neumann RegionalEcologist| Kristin Pink

Overview: Cranberry SlougNature Preservés a 5B-acrenatural areadocated near Willow Springdhe site exemiifies the typical
undulating topography of th&alpaaiso Moraine.Dry-mesicwoodland,dry-mesic savanna, mesic and dnesicprairie, sedge meadow,
freshwatermarsh and stream are sustained herd@he namesake wetland iskaog formed over thousands of years. Crooked Creek, a hi
gradient small stream, winds through the preserve. More than 330 natigeulamplant species are known from the sj&nd a dozerbird
speces of conservation concern forage orneste. / NI} Y0 SNNE { f 2dzZaK bl {dz2NBE t NEeonmnNiabtas ant
position among thegreaterPalosSag Valley Preserve Complex make it a top priority for restoratio

Site Gonditions: Portions of Cranberry Sloudtature Preservevere disturbed prior taacquisitionas a forest preserve (1941026)and
dedication as aiilinois Nature Preserve (1965)he most intensely used portioimsclude SA02, SA03, and WO@8terations to hydrology
(ditches, check damsoncentratedlows)threaten wetlands throughout the sitelnsufficient ecological managemeistan additional
degrading factar Many areas have tree densities greater thae-furopean contact, resulting in lack of adequate sunlight to sustain thg
system. Despite early impacts, Cranberry Slough Nature Preserve has high potential for rest&ealidinvelyntact and restored areas
include WOO01, WO02, SA01, and SMA8 ¢ore from which restoration has proceeded since the early 1980s by dedicated volunteer
stewards)

Goals: Stewardshipf Cranberry Slough Nature Preseigdocused on restoration of community structure through removal of nonnatiy
species, selective thinning of native trees, and prescribed burning across the site. Seed collection and dispersal poaabetonmestore
areas with a history of grazirg cultivation(SA02, SA03, ejc.Hydrological restoration will be critical to restore the many wetlands here

Alignment of ResourcesRecent restoration efforts includeontractinvasive brusmowingin WOO01, WO02, SA02, and WOO04.
Additional brush mwing is planned in WO03, WOO05, and SA03, pending funélegd canary grasgs been treatedy contractorsand
volunteer stewardsn managed areas throughout the sit¥’oluntees alsorestored appropriate light levels by thinning trees around SM(
among countlesother important achievementsWith support of Conservation Corps and volunteers, staff and contractors are manag
450 acres of the site with prescribed fire.

In 2017, the FPCC is seeking a permit from the US Army Corps of Engimestaréothe hydrology of SM03 by installing rock check dam
a downcut, ditched tributary of Crooked Credk slow water velocity, reduce erosion, decrease dewatering, encourage diffuse flow, ar
protect downstream McMahon Fen from anthropogenic flogglinnstallation is planned for Winter 20PD18pending receipt of the
permit.
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Within the next several years, the US Army Corps of Enginegysestore southernunits (WO05, SA03, MAO7, MAQf)d SMO® as part of
the McMaham Woods Ecosystem RestoratioRuture funding and scope of the project is uncertain as of December 2017.

Overall Goals:

A. Restore community structur@nd function
B. Expandexistingnative plant communities
C.Reduce invasive species populations

Unit Management Objective | Activity Notes Crew
WO0XWO®, | Restore woodlanénd Removenonnativetrees,shrubs and vinesy Late SuFa,Wi Volunteers, Corps
SA0103 savanna natural cutting; targets includeAsianbushhoneysuckle (firm or dry ground) | Contractors Staff

communities

(Loniceraspp.), Japanese barberrgdrberis
thunbergi), common buckthorfRhamnus
catharticg, multiflora rose Rosa multiflory and
Oriental bittersweet Celastrus orbiculat)sstack
and kurn debris or scattewhere appropriateapply
herbicide to cut stumps;onsider flagging native
shrubs in green tpreventaccidental renoval

Treatbrushresproutswith foliar herbicide

Removeherbaceous invasivelantsusing best
practices targets includeeed canary grass
(Phalaris arundinacgand nonnative thistle
(Cirsiumspp.) some nonnative plants are present
along trailand roadedgesbut may not warrant
control

Thin native tree®y cuttingwhere necessary to
restore appropriate light levejstack and burn
debris or leave on ground where not ecologically
sensitive; plans to removigees 426 RA | Y S
should bereviewedwith the ecologist

Sp,Su
(after full leaf
expansion

Sp Su Fa

Wi
(firm or dry ground)

Volunteers, Corps
Contractors

Volunteers, Corps
Contractors

Volunteers, Corps
Contractors
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Collect and scatter seesburced fromCranberry
Slough Nature Preseryplans to introduce species
not previously known to occur at the sishould be
discussed with the ecologiand given permit by
the lllinois Nature Preservé&sommssion report to
the ecologist the species, source, and location
where distributed of any seed originating outside
Cranberry Slough Nature Preserve*

Conduct prescribed burn

Sp, Su, Fa

Dormant season

Volunteers, Corps

Staff Contractors

MAO01-08,
SMO0X06

Restore marsh and sedg
meadow natural
communities

Remove nonnative trees, shrubs, and vibgs
cutting; stack and burn debris or scatter where
appropriate; apply herbicide to cut stumps;
consider flagging nativeéhrubs in green to prevent
accidental removal

Treat bruskresprouts with foliar herbicide

Remove herbaceous invae plants using best
practices; targets includeeed canary grasand
common reed Phragmites australisubsp.
australig

Collect and satter seedsourced fromCranberry
Slough Nature Preseryplans to introduce species
not previously known to occur at the site should K
discussed with the ecologiand given permit by
the INPCreport to the ecologist the species,
source, and location kere distributed of any seed
originating outsideCranberry Slough Nature
Preservé

Late Su, Fa, Wi
(firm or dry ground)

Sp, Su
(after full leaf
expansion)

Sp, Su, Fa

Sp, Su, Fa

Volunteers, Corps
Contractors

Volunteers, Corps
Contractors

Volunteers, Corps

Volunteers, Corps
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Conduct prescribed burn

Restore hydrologysing various means including
installation of check dams

Dormant season

Dormant season

Staff, Contractors

Staff

*Please report offsite seed to the FPCC ecologist on an annual basis to help us build our seed documentation. At a ovidienaispecies
list, seed source or sources, and seeding location (preferred at the management unit or as detailed as pofsibia)on on amount or

collection date also welcome if available.

All management schedule activities are subject to monitoring or supervision by the Forest Preserve District of CookAGQditiatyal invasive
treatments may be appropriate; consulttwithe regional ecologist for approvaNotify the regional ecologist of additional invasive spegfes

found.
Site Steward Signature Date
Regional Ecologist Signature Date
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